
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 
a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 
systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 
fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 
celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  October 3, 2010  
 
Title:  The Preservation of the Women’s Seed – Part 2 
 
Text:  Genesis 8:1-22 
 
Theme: God always keeps His word.  He is faithful in keeping covenant with 

those who love Him. 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2010 
 
 
 



 

 

1 

Date:  October 3, 2010  
Title:  The Preservation of the Women’s Seed – Part 2 
Text:  Genesis 8:1-22 
Theme: God always keeps His word.  He is faithful in keeping covenant with those who 

love Him.  
 
Introduction:  
Chapter 8 opens as if incidental to The Story, “But God remembered Noah and all the beasts 
and all the cattle that were with him in the ark.”  The Story opens not as if God forgot, but in 
continuation of the one Story written and directed by God.   
 
“God also remembered Hannah when she prayed for a son (1 Sam. 1:19). He gave her a child, 
Samuel. Jesus remembered the dying thief who said, “Lord, remember me when You come 
into Your kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Today You will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42-43).  
God remembers us wherever we are. Our concerns are His concerns. Our pain is His pain. He 
is the all-seeing God who remembers us as a mother remembers her children, and He waits to 
meet our needs.” (Our Daily Bread, “God Remembers,” April 14, 2009 — by C. P. Hia. 
 

There is an Arm that never tires 
When human strength gives way; 
There is a Love that never fails 

When earthly loves decay. —Wallace 
 
Because what proceeds the incarnation of Jesus Christ and His cross work in biblical narration 
and revelation is shadow through promise and picture, we can justifiably speak of the ark as 
shadow and pointing to something larger than itself. 
 
The ark narrative will culminate in the person and work of Jesus Christ, however, the ark itself 
speaks to the cross and how for some it is a means of deliverance and for others a sentence of 
death.  When we look past the shadow we see the judgment of God as well as His mercy and 
grace.   
 
It is a powerful thing to see the purpose of God played out in the biblical story.  Noah, like 
Adam, was called on to be fruitful and multiple.  In Noah the story of creation, fall, 
redemption and re-creation repeats itself.  Noah, like Adam, served as God’s mediator over all 
creation.   
 
“The narrator underscores his theme of the Flood as re-creation by selecting remarkable 
parallels between Adam and Noah, between God’s creative and re-creative acts, and perhaps 
between time markers for the days.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 127) 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The grace of God and the devastation He visits on those who reject Him are equally breath-
taking.  Here we continue to track the promise of God to provide seed from the woman who 
will one day crush the serpent’s head and thus reverse the curse.   
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The Storyline: 
After the flood Noah stood like a new Adam in an empty world. He was given the blessing 
and duty of the first Adam: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1). The first 
Adam had filled the earth: “The earth was corrupt in God’s sight and filled with violence.” That 
was not what God meant. He meant: Fill the earth with my glory! “The earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the Lord” (Numbers 14:21). http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/taste-see-
articles/noahic-covenant-and-nuclear-war Noahic Covenant and Nuclear War, by John Piper topic: War  

 
The Problem: 
“The problem with the flood was that its effect was only temporary. The problem was not with 
creation, but with sin. The problem was not with men, but with man. To erase the slate and 
start over is inadequate, for what is needed is a new man for creation. This is what creation 
eagerly awaits.   
 

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God” (Rom. 8:20-21). 

 
God has therefore determined to deal differently with sin in the future. While sin has suffered 
a temporary setback at the flood, it will be dealt a fatal blow at the coming of Messiah. It is at 
this time that men will become new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17). After men are dealt with, a new 
heaven and a new earth will be provided as well (2 Pet. 3:13). 
 
God’s promise of ultimate and final salvation is renewed in response to Noah’s expression of 
faith through a sacrificial offering. Until that day when this salvation is accomplished, God 
assures man that measures like the flood will not occur again.”  
 http://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822 
 
Questions: 

1. When God remembered Noah, was it because He forgot Noah? 
2. What does God remembering mean? 
3. How did God dry the earth? 
4. By what means did Noah determine the earth was habitable? 
5. On what or whom was Noah waiting? 
6. What was the first thing Noah did on leaving the ark? 
7. What do you think the world looked like to Noah when he exited the ark? 
8. What promise did God make after the flood? 
9. How does Noah’s obedience speak to you? 
10. How does Noah’s devotion speak to you? 
11. What might be a lesson we can make from this chapter? 
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The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God is a relational and personable God 

who remembers His promises. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in God’s promise-keeping ability. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of knowing God always keeps His 

word. 
 
There are four movements within this chapter and I would like to note all four and highlight 
two. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The waters recede (vv. 1-5)  
 
“Unlike English ‘remembered,’ which refers merely to mental recall and entails having 
forgotten, the Hebrew term, especially with reference to God, signifies to act upon a previous 
commitment to a covenant partner.  By acting on his earlier promise to Noah (see 6:18), God 
shows himself to be a trustworthy covenant partner.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A 
Commentary, 140) 
 
This marks the turning point in the flood story. When the Bible says that God “remembers” 
someone or his covenant with someone, it indicates that he is about to take action for that 
person's welfare (cf. 9:15; 19:29; 30:22; Ex. 2:24; 32:13; Ps. 25:6–7; 74:2). All life on the land 
having been destroyed, God now proceeds to renew everything, echoing what he did in 
Genesis 1. God made a wind blow over the earth. The Hebrew word for wind, ruakh, is also 
sometimes translated “Spirit” (e.g., 1:2; 6:3). While the context normally enables the reader to 
distinguish ruakh meaning “wind” from ruakh meaning “Spirit,” the present verse intentionally 
echoes 1:2.  http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=genesis+8 
 
Listen to How Matthew Henry comments on this paragraph. 
 
8:1-3 The whole race of mankind, except Noah and his family, were now dead, so that God's 
remembering Noah, was the return of his mercy to mankind, of whom he would not make a 
full end. The demands of Divine justice had been answered by the ruin of sinners. God sent 
his wind to dry the earth, and seal up his waters. The same hand that brings the desolation, 
must bring the deliverance; to that hand, therefore, we must ever look. When afflictions have 
done the work for which they are sent, whether killing work or curing work, they will be taken 
away. As the earth was not drowned in a day, so it was not dried in a day. God usually 
works deliverance for his people gradually, that the day of small things may not be despised, 
nor the day of great things despaired of. ([emphasis added] Matthew Henry's Concise 
Commentary) 
 
“Now we should not think because Moses said that God remembered Noah that he had 
forgotten him up until this point.  The reference to for remembering Noah is remembering him 
in the sense of exercising mercy and grace toward him, he remembers him in that sense.  Then 
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we read as a result of remembering Noah and the beasts that he calls to wind to pass over the 
earth and the water subsided.” 
  http://www.sljinstitute.net/sermons/old_testament/pentateuch/pages/genesis17.html 
(S. Lewis Johnson on Genesis 8:1) 
 

II. The birds determine (vv. 6-12) 
 
The slow, gradual process by which the waters receded and the land dried out (v. 14) is 
captured by the detailed account of Noah's releasing a raven (v. 7) and then a dove (vv. 8–12). 
As in ch. 1, the dry land emerges from the waters.  http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=genesis+8 
 
“The raven showed Noah there was death. The dove showed Noah there was...life.” 
http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/90-261 (John MacArthur, “God's Miraculous Restoration of Mankind”, 
Genesis 8:6-22, Code: 90-261)  

 
“From this event, the olive branch became the symbol of peace, and the dove the emblem of 
the Comforter, the messenger of peace.” (Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible) 
 
“The fresh olive-leaf was the first sign of the resurrection of the earth to new life after the 
flood, and the dove with the olive-leaf a herald of salvation.” (Keil and Delitzsch Biblical 
Commentary on the Old Testament) 
 
S. Lewis Johnson commenting on Genesis 8:1 reflects the attitude of many with the following 
observation. 
 
“The most interesting part of this section is, however, the story of the raven and the dove.  One 
of the commentators, Derek Kidner, in introducing this section has said that this almost asks to 
be treated as a parable.  And many of the interpreters of the Bible have considered the raven 
and the spirit to be somewhat typical or illustrative, or parabolic, and I do think that there 
evidently is something unusual illustrative or parabolic, and I do think that there evidently is 
something unusual about the fact that these two birds were the two that were selected.  It 
indicates incidentally that Noah was a very resourceful man, he had a collection of birds on 
the ark and he selected just the two that would tell him what he wanted to know.   Now, if we 
may speak in an illustrative way as many have, they have suggested that in the case of the 
raven we have an illustration of the old nature of a man and the dove typical of the new nature 
of a man.  There may be some truth in this, I don't know, I frankly don't want to press this too 
far, there may be a reference to the two natures, one feeding on death, and the other satisfied 
only in the new creation or in the ark, typical of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But it's a remarkable 
little story and there may be something here in an illustrative way.”  
http://www.sljinstitute.net/sermons/old_testament/pentateuch/pages/genesis17.html 

(S. Lewis Johnson on Genesis 8:1) 
 

III. The Lord commands (vv. 13-19) 
 
“God said . . . Noah came out”.  “The almost word for word pattern of 8:16-17 and 18-19 
illustrates Noah’s consistent obedience.  Calvin remarked, ‘How great must have been the 
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fortitude of the man, who, after the incredible weariness of a whole year, when the deluge has 
ceased, and new life has shone forth, does not yet move a foot out of his sepulcher, without the 
command of God.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 141, 142; Calvin, Genesis, 280) 
 
“The earth that appeared after the flood was very different. It had these massive high 
mountains, as we well know. And it had these deep, deep ocean basins. Mountains that go as 
high as 30,000 feet, and oceans that go as deep as 35,000 feet. Extreme from the comparison to 
the earth before the flood.” 
http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/90-261 (John MacArthur, “God's Miraculous 
Restoration of Mankind”, Genesis 8:6-22, Code: 90-261)  
 
“So when Noah and Mrs. Noah and the three boys stepped out of that ark with their wives, 
they saw a very different world. There were massive mountains where there had not been 
mountains. There were great valleys where there had not been valleys. And there was death 
everywhere. I think when Noah and his group came off the ark, they probably saw the bones 
of dead people all over the place. Dead animals, as well, that had dried, floated, bloated, 
decayed, and settled back to the ground. 
 
And there they were, lying on the ground decomposing in the sun. Many other bones, of 
course, were deposited and buried in the sediment. So when they stepped off that ark that day, 
when they walked into a post-flood world, the first thing they were extremely aware of was 
divine judgment. They would've literally gasped at what they saw.” 
  http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/90-261 (John MacArthur, “God's Miraculous 
Restoration of Mankind”, Genesis 8:6-22, Code: 90-261)  
 
Noah with patience trusts God and waits for His direction as to what awaits him. 
 
“As Noah did not enter, so neither does he leave the ark, without divine direction.” (Albert 
Barnes' Notes on the Bible) 
 
“Though he had been now a full year and ten days a prisoner in the ark, yet when he found 
himself preserved there, not only for a new life, but for a new world, he saw no reason to 
complain of his long confinement. When families have been long continued together, and no 
breaches made among them, it must be looked upon as a distinguishing favor, and attributed 
to the Lord's mercies.”  (Matthew Henry's Whole Bible Commentary) 
 
In response to the enormous devastation and death that lay before them and in obedience to 
God’s abundant mercy and grace, Noah and his family offer sacrifice and worship God in 
humble gratitude. 
 

IV. The family worships (vv. 20-22) 
 
“Human sin inflicts pain upon God’s heart only because he graciously humbles himself to 
become fully involved with humanity.  Now that pain and indignation is assuaged by the 
atoning sacrifice.” (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 142) 
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“This passage teaches us that sacrifices were instituted from the beginning for this end, that 
men should habituate themselves, by such exercises, to celebrate the goodness of God, and to 
give him thanks. The bare confession of the tongue, yea, even the silent acknowledgment of 
the heart, might suffice for God; but we know how many stimulants our indolence requires. 
Therefore, when the holy fathers, formerly, professed their piety towards God by sacrifices, 
the use of them was by no means superfluous. Besides, it was right that they should always 
have before their eyes symbols, by which they would be admonished, that they could have no 
access to God but through a mediator. Now, however, the manifestation of Christ has taken 
away these ancient shadows. Wherefore, let us use those helps which the Lord has 
prescribed.” http://www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/calcom01.xiv.i.html 
(John Calvin on Genesis 8:20) 
 
“The personal name of God is especially appropriate here, as he has proved himself a covenant 
keeper and a deliverer to Noah.  We have also here the first mention of the burnt-offering הלע 

'ola ̂h; the whole victim, except the skin, being burned on the altar. Sacrifice is an act in which 
the transgressor slays an animal and offers it in whole, or in part as representative of the 
whole, to God. In this act he acknowledges his guilt, the claim of the offended law upon his 
life, and the mercy of the Lord in accepting a substitute to satisfy this claim for the returning 
penitent. He at the same time actually accepts the mercy of the Most High, and comes forward 
to plead it in the appointed way of reconciliation. The burnt-offering is the most perfect 
symbol of this substitution, and most befitting the present occasion, when life has been 
granted to the inmates of the ark amidst the universal death.” (Albert Barnes' Notes on the Bible) 
 
“The Jews have a tradition that the place where Noah built his altar was the same in which the 
altar stood which was built by Adam, and used by Cain and Abel, and the same spot on which 
Abraham afterwards offered up his son Isaac.” (Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible) 
 
“. . . Which is not at all probable; it is much more likely what Aben Ezra says, that it was built 
on one of the mountains of Ararat, and that as Noah took the first opportunity, so he built it in 
the first place he came to, or at least not far from the place where he came out of the ark.  The 
Targum of Jonathan says, he offered four upon the altar: these were typical of Christ; the 
bullock or heifer might denote his strength, the sheep or lamb his patience and harmlessness, 
the turtle or dove his meekness; and being burnt offerings, may signify the painful and 
dolorous sufferings of Christ, when the wrath of God was poured on him like fire.” (John Gill's 
Exposition of the Entire Bible) Targum Jon. in loc. Pirke Eliezer, c. 23.  
 
“Here observe, (1.) He offered only those that were clean; for it is not enough that we sacrifice, 
but we must sacrifice that which God appoints, according to the law of sacrifice, and not a 
corrupt thing. (2.) Though his stock of cattle was so small, and that rescued from ruin at so 
great an expense of care and pains, yet he did not grudge to give God his dues out of it. He 
might have said, "Have I but seven sheep to begin the world with, and must one of these seven 
be killed and burnt for sacrifice? Were it not better to defer it till we have greater plenty?" No, 
to prove the sincerity of his love and gratitude, he cheerfully gives the seventh to his God, as 
an acknowledgment that all was his, and owing to him. Serving God with our little is the way 
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to make it more; and we must never think that wasted with which God is honored. (3.) See 
here the antiquity of religion: the first thing we find done in the new world was an act of 
worship, Jer. 6:16.” (Matthew Henry's Whole Bible Commentary) 
 
“Noah's first recorded act on emerging from the ark is to build an altar to the Lord (v. 20). On 
it he presents whole-burnt offerings, using some of the clean animals and birds. While this is 
undoubtedly intended to express gratitude for divine deliverance, it is also an act of 
atonement. This is a normal aspect of burnt offerings (see Lev. 1:3–17, esp. v. 4) and is 
supported by the mention of the pleasing aroma (Gen. 8:21; cf. Lev. 1:9, 13, 17). The Hebrew 
term for “pleasing,” nikhoakh, conveys the idea of rest and tranquility. It is related to the name 
“Noah” (Hb. noakh) and is probably used here in order to remind the reader of Lamech's 
remarks in Gen. 5:29. It also has the sense of “soothing.” The burnt offering soothes God's 
anger at human sin, so although human nature has not been changed by the flood, God's 
attitude has changed. Notice how 8:21 (for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth) 
echoes very closely 6:5 (“every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually”). In spite of the human propensity to sin, atonement through sacrifice is possible, 
securing a peaceful relationship between the Lord and humanity. I will never again curse the 
ground (8:21). The clear force of the Hebrew text is that God will not send another flood; he is 
not revoking the curse pronounced in 3:17, which continues to be in place. This short comment 
about the effect of sacrifice underlines the importance of sacrifice in the Bible's plan of 
salvation.”  http://www.esvstudybible.org/search?q=genesis+8 
 
“In the offering of the righteous Noah, not only were thanks presented for past protection, and 
entreaty for further care, but the desire of man was expressed, to remain in fellowship with 
God, and to procure the divine favor.”  (Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old 
Testament) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. What does obedience require of the servant? 
2. Are you obeying what you know God desires? 
3. We are to rest in God knowing He always keeps His word. 


